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uncertain trails led from village to village, and in places
the rivers were conveénient highways; these narrow paths,
however, beset with danger in a thousand shapes, but
emphasized the unspeakable terrors of the wilderness.
Radisson and Groseilliers, true coureurs de bois, were
not daunted by the dangers which daily beset them. After
caching their goods, they passed the winter of 1661-62 with
their Huron neighbors upon a prolonged hunt, far into the
Mille Lacs region of Minnesota. The season was phe-
nomenally severe, and the Indians could not find game
enough to sustain life. A famine ensued in the camp, the
tragical details of which are painted by our friend Radisson
with Hogarthian minuteness. In the spring of 1662, the
traders were back again at Chequamegon, and built an-
other fortified shelter, this time possibly on the sand-spit
of Shagawaumikong,' from which place they once more

! Says Warren ( Minn. Hist. Colls., v., p. 102): “Shag-a-waum-ik-ong
is a narrow neck or point of land about four miles long, and lying
nearly parallel to the island of La Pointe, toward the western end of
which it converges, till the distance from point to point is not more
than two miles.” In first entering the bay, the previous autumn, Rad-
isson describes the point of Shagawaumikong, and says: “That point
should be very fitt to build & advantageous for the building of a fort,
as we did the spring following.” But later on in his journal, in desecrib-
ing the return to the bay from their winter with the Indians in the
Mille Lacs region, he does not mention the exact location of the new
“fort.” While in this fort, they “received [news] that the Octanaks
[Ottawas] [had ] built a fort on the point that forms that Bay, wch
resembles a small lake. We went towards it with all speede,”—and had
a perilous trip thither, across thin ice. This wouid indicate that the
French camp was not on the point. As with many other passages in
the journal, it is impossible to reconcile these two statements. Verwyst
thinks that the traders were stationed on Houghton Point.

‘Warren, who had an intimate acquaintance with Chippewa traditions®
believed that that tribe, driven westward by degrees from the shores of
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, reached Lake Superior about the time of the
Columbian discovery, and came to a stand on Shagawaumikong Point
“On this spot they remained not long, for they were harassed daily by
their warlike foes, and for greater security they were obliged to move
their camp to the adjacent island of Mon-ing-wun-a-kauning ( place of
the golden-breasted woodpecker, but known as La Pointe). Here, they
chose the site of their ancient town, and it covered a space about three



